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Now in it’s 30th Year 

25th - 27th October 2019 
Welcome to the third progress report for the thirtieth festival. We are pleased add another 
two guests have confirmed that can attend to complete the line-up for the festival. It just 
keeps getting better. How are you going to fit it all in? 

Help us celebrate the past thirty years by sharing your memories of festivals past. Send us 
your photographs and tell us what you remember. We hope to include some of these in the 
festival programme book. 

The following guests 
have confirmed that 
they can attend 
(subject to work 
commitments). 

Guests 

Deirdre 
Costello 

Pauline 
Peart 

Dana 
Gillespie 

Lawrence 
Gordon Clark 

Janina 
Faye 

Norman J. 
Warren  

Giannetto 
De Rossi 

Writer/Director/Special 
Effects and Make-up 
Design supremo 
Sergio Stivaletti  

Dez Skinn, 
Publisher— back by 
popular request to 
finish the stories he 
started last year. 
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As we approach Festival number 30 - one of the best 
things we can look forward to is getting to see a lot of 
faces who have been around for at least 20 or more 
years, who, like me, are beginning to show that it isn’t 
just films that age. 
 
It has been a hard task to find new guests but we 
managed it again this year – in fact we have some real 
quality guests in both the acting profession and the 
behind-the-screen work. 
 
When I, Tony, Harry and Dave Trengove started this 
event we were thinking it might continue for about 5 
years - not 30! So I would like to say that the success of 
the event, has been firmly in the hands of those 
mentioned and several other persons (some 
unfortunately no longer with us).  
 
However the main reason for the Festival's success is 
wholly down to you people – the true fans. 
 
Thanks for all you have done from Tony and I and I 
sincerely hope that you enjoy yourselves. 
  
Gil 

2010 

2011 

2012 

2013 

2014 

2015 

2016 

2017 

2018 

2019 

A message from the 
Festival’s Chairman 3 

(Ediitor's note: The picture used here for 2015 
was NOT a result of Gil taking off the mask but 
putting one on!) 
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Meet the Guests 
Widely regarded as one of the most talented 
special effects and make-up artists working in 
Europe, Sergio Stivaletti once described his job 
as "a cross between being an artist and a mad 
scientist." 
Having worked with such great directors as 
Lamberto Bava (notably on Demons then 
Demons 2 etc.), Dario Argento (Phenomena, 
then The Phantom of the Opera which starred 
Julian Sands, Stendhal's Syndrome in 1996 
and many more) Sergio finally took to the 
director's chair in 1997, for his debut feature The 
Wax Mask, which he also co-wrote with Dario 
Argento and Lucio Fulci. 
While continuing to contribute marvellous special 
effects to a host of films including Argento's 2004 
mystery-thriller The Card Player and Do you 
Like Hitchcock? as well as many more right up 
to the present, Sergio has maintained a fine 
career as a writer/director, with movies such 
as The Three Faces of Terror, starring John 
Phillip Law, Dogman's Rabies, released last 
year and the forthcoming vampire epic Nightfall.  

  
Legendary editor of comics and magazines, Dez Skinn was a 
super guest on his first appearance at our Festival last year, in 
fact he so enjoyed himself that he has decided that he will 
definitely be returning this year. 

 
 
 
We are also pleased to welcome back 
Tim Langley, who will be giving an 
illustrated talk on his professional 
expertise - the latest techniques in film 
preservation and restoration. 

http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/index.php?category_id=18
http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/index.php?category_id=20
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Membership 

To pay by cheque or BACS 
download this form and post 
to Gil 

To pay by PayPal 
use this form and email/
post to Gil 

Rates are £85 for the full weekend of the 2019 Festival. 

Day membership is: Friday £30, Saturday £40, Sunday £30. 

Child Coming With A Full Paying Adult For The Weekend Rates are:  
                                Child Under 7 years - Free 
                                Child  8 Years - 11 years £10 
                                Child 12 years - 16 years £15 

http://fantastic-films.com/festival/2016/Assets/Membership Form Gil by post 2016.pdf
http://fantastic-films.com/festival/2016/Assets/Membership Form Gil 2016.pdf
http://peverilpublishing.co.uk/fantastic-films-of-the-decades-the-30s/
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The Venue 
The Festival returns to the Pendulum Hotel on Sackville Street in Manchester, a purpose-
built conference centre and hotel.  

It has offered the following prices:  

Friday £80, Saturday £80 & Sunday £60   

(B&B per room) 

If staying for all 3 nights: £220 

The Hotel has 117 bedrooms.  

For more details check out the Centre’s website 

Please Note: 
Any accommodation NOT booked before 31st August will be charged at the 
regular Hotel rate. No payment is required at this point just a booking. 
So book please before the end of August.—preferably book earlier as the hotel 
may review these dates if another event occurs during the same weekend and 
they are offered firm bookings. 

  Help Wanted 
We have a great line-up of guests, and there will be plenty of movies to 
keep you all entertained. However this festival is about you, the people. So  
it would be good to feature some ‘tales of past festivals’. Please send in 
some memories and photographs so that we can capture what this has 
meant for all of us.  

We are also looking for some help during the festival, on the front desk, 
helping guests, gophers, etc. So please spare some time and volunteer.  

Contact Gil on gil@manchesterfantasticfilms.co.uk 

http://www.manchesterconferencecentre.co.uk/
mailto:gil@manchesterfantasticfilms.co.uk
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The third decade 

2010 Actor Horst Janson made his debut film in Germany in 1959, 
aged 24, but his first English speaking film role was in 
Robert Siodmak's 1962 movie Escape from Berlin, which 
starred Don Murray and Christine Kauffman. 
Apart form his work in German cinema, he featured in 
such international productions as You Can't Win 'Em All, 
with Tony Curtis and Charles Bronson, The McKenzie 
Break, with Brian Keith both in 1970, and Murphy's War, 
with Peter O'Toole the following year. 
Spaghetti westerns such as Don't Turn the Other 
Cheek with Franco Nero and Eli Wallach followed, but it was 
1974's Hammer film Captain Kronos Vampire 
Hunter which provided his first staring role in this unique 
combination of horror and swashbuckling. Regarded as one 
of Hammer's last great productions, it was intended to be 
the first of a series, but sadly remained one of a kind due to 
the studio's ensuing financial difficulties. 

Horst went on to feature in Shout at the Devil opposite Roger Moore and Lee Marvin then 
continued to have a successful career in German and international productions. 
Unfailingly polite, he was a marvellous guest. 
  
Director Bert I. Gordon was accompanied by his actress 
daughter Susan Gordon. Bert became known as "Mr Big" not just 
because of his initials, but thanks to the type of sci-fi movies that 
became his speciality following his association with American 
International Pictures. 
Titles such as The Amazing Colossal Man in 1958, War of the 
Colossal Beast, and Village of the Giants earned him his "Mr 
Big" nickname. 
The biggest thing in Bert's 1972 occult thriller Necromancy was 
Orson Welles, who had a reputation for being difficult, but Bert 
obviated any possible problems by installing a huge fridge in the 
great man's dressing room, fully stocked with culinary delicacies 
and fine champagne, which kept Mr Welles delighted throughout 
filming. 
It was back to big beasts for Bert's 1976 horror sci-fi film Food of the Gods which 
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featured giant rodents, monster wasps and six-foot-high rampaging chickens, while his next 
picture Empire of the Ants featured only massive mutated insects. 
He recalled how when a child actress dropped out of his 1958 sci-fi-horror feature Attack of 
the Puppet People, due to illness, he cast his nine-year-old daughter Susan in the role. 
The following year, Susan was cast as Danny Kaye's daughter in the musical The Five 
Pennies, after which she appeared in such classic television programmes as The Twilight 
Zone, Alfred Hitchcock Presents, Gunsmoke, Ben Casey, Route 66 and three more of 
her father's features, The Boy and the Pirates, Tormented and Picture Mommy Dead, her 
final movie before she retired from the screen aged just 17, in 1966. 
It has been reported that on the night of the Watergate raid on the Democratic National 
Committee's headquarters in 1972, the lookout for the burglars became so engrossed in a TV 
broadcast of Bert's Attack of the Puppet People that he failed to spot the policemen who 
entered the building and arrested "The White House Plumbers". So Bert's film played a part 
in the eventual demise of President Richard Nixon.  

 
 Born in London in 1941, Jane Merrow studied at RADA, before 
embarking on a hugely successful stage and television career 
throughout the 1960s, appearing in practically every cult classic 
TV show of the decade. 
With featured roles in The Saint, The Plane Makers, Danger 
Man, The Human Jungle, The Baron, Gideon's Way, Man in 
a Suitcase, The Prisoner, The Avengers and many more, she 
had also played the title role in the BBC's prestigious 1963 
serialisation of Lorna Doone, opposite the dramatically bearded 
Bill Travers and Andrew Faulds (three years before he became 
a long-serving Member of Parliament). 

Jane's first big film role was playing the young mistress of King Henry II, played by Peter 
O'Toole, in the 1968 feature The Lion in Winter, which won her a Golden Globe nomination. 
Moving to America in the 1970s her career became a transatlantic one, with roles stateside 
in Mission Impossible, Alias Smith and Jones, Mannix, Cannon, The Horror at 37,000 
Feet, Police Woman, The Six Million Dollar Man, The Incredible Hulk, Magnum P.I., Hart 
to Hart, MacGyver, etc., while still keeping busy on this side of the pond with roles in 
Hadleigh, Hands of the Ripper, UFO, Van der Valk, Lovejoy, Sharpe's Waterloo, and 
more. 
Hers is an astonishing career which has now branched out into writing and producing - and 
still acting. 
  
British actor, writer, editor, producer and director, Jim Groom made his 
directorial debut with the 1992 comedy horror fantasy film The 
Revenge of Billy the Kid, in which the title character was not the Far 
West outlaw but a goat growing larger by the day with a vengeful chip 
on all of its shoulders. 
It featured veteran character actor Michael Balfour in his only starring 
role and final film. It was also the last film for that other ubiquitous 
character who featured in over 200 films and became a Hammer 
stalwart, Michael Ripper. 
Jim Groom also helmed the 2005 noirish comedy thriller Room 36, this time featuring the last 
appearance of John Forbes-Robertson, the only actor apart from Christopher Lee, to play 
Dracula in a Hammer film. 
Thanks to Jim we have the last hurrahs of three of Britain's finest character actors.  
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 Mauritius-born Francoise Pascal is probably best remembered 
as the sexy French student Danielle in the ITV sitcom Mind Your 
Language which ran from 1977-79, however, she had an 
extensive career before that. 
Her first film role was in Norman J. Warren's 1968 picture 
Loving Feeling, which led to roles in There's a Girl in My 
Soup, with Peter Sellers, and Incense for the Damned with 
Peter Cushing and Patrick Macnee. 
Substantial film roles continued alongside Derren Nesbitt and 
Glyn Edwards in Burke and Hare, then starring in Jean Rollin's 
marvellously shot 1973 cemetery-based gothic horror film The 
Iron Rose. 
The following year she played opposite Peter Sellers (in multiple roles, including Hitler) in the 
Roy Boulting comedy Undercovers Hero (aka Soft Beds: Hard Battles), set in Occupied 
France, but shot at Pinewood. 
Roles on TV series such as The Brothers, Happy Ever After, Napoleon in Love and of 
course, Mind Your Language kept Francoise in the public eye, as did films including French 
Undressing and Lightning the White Stallion with Mickey Rooney.   
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2011 
Originally appearing as a guest, the veteran film producer 
Richard Gordon became a regular Festival attendee and had 
hoped to attend this year’s festival but doctor’s orders finally 
prevented his crossing the Atlantic from his home in New 
York. 

Sadly, Richard died, just over a week later, on November 1. 

Born in London in 1925, Richard had relocated to the USA in 
the late 1940s, producing a string of cult classics including 
The Haunted Strangler, and Corridors of Blood, both 
starring Boris Karloff. His other films include Fiend Without a 
Face, First Man Into Space, Devil Doll, Horror Hospital 
and Norman J. Warren’s sci-fi horror classic Insemenoid. A 
great friend of the Festival, Richard was and is greatly missed 

  

The Italian actor Bobby Rhodes certainly is a larger-than-life 
character and made a big impression on proceedings. 

Born in Italy in 1947, he was the son of a black American 
soldier and spoke extensively of his impressive Italian film 
career. 

Bobby’s imposing presence led him into Italy’s burgeoning 
film world of the 1960s and he was frequently cast as tough 
guys in a whole range of Italian action, war and horror films 
over the following decades, while also working as a stuntman. 

He had a lot of fun playing Tony the Pimp in Lamberto Bava’s 
cult horror picture Demons. In fact, he was so good that Bava 
brought him back to play a gym instructor in the sequel. 

  

Probably Britain's finest Production Manager, Hugh Harlow’s 
credits include Moon Zero Two, Sunday Bloody Sunday, 
The Hireling, Aliens, Hudson Hawk, Grey Owl as well 
as two James Bonds, Octopussy and The World Is Not 
Enough. 
He began working with Hammer as a teenager in 1956 and 
was assistant director on such films as The Unknown, The 
Curse of Frankenstein, Quatermass 2, The Abominable 
Snowman, Camp on Blood Island, Revenge of 
Frankenstein, The Hound of the Baskervilles, Yesterday's 
Enemy, The Mummy and many more. 
He gladly recalled his time in Manchester filming Hell Is a 
City, with Val Guest, saying, "It’s one of my favourite films, it 
was a very happy experience.” 
His next film, again with Val Guest and Stanley 
Baker, Yesterday’s Enemy, was set in the Japanese 
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occupied jungles of the Far East during WWII, but everything was shot in the studio. 
However, it fooled one distinguished figure: “When Lord Mountbatten saw the film, he said to 
Val, ‘I know that place, I was there during the war,’” said Hugh. 
During the making of The Curse of Frankenstein, Hammer’s studio at Bray would resound in 
the early morning to Christopher Lee singing operatic arias, in a duet with fellow opera-fan, 
make-up expert Roy Ashton, during the hours it took to transform the actor into the monster. 
Hugh also revealed that in Hammer’s 1959 version of The Hound of the Baskervilles, the 
devil dog of the title was rendered even more hugely impressive by the having a midget stand 
in for supertall Christopher Lee. 
 

Renee Glynne had a fund of fascinating reminiscences from 
her long and extremely distinguished career, spanning such 
legendary productions as the 1946 classic Brief Encounter, 
to Hammer productions including The Quatermass 
Xperiment, The Camp on Blood Island, The Earth Dies 
Screaming, The Nanny and many more. 
Over her 60 years in the British film industry, Renée has 
become recognised as one of the finest script supervisors and 
continuity women ever. 
Her career began as a teenager, in 1943, working as a “very 
junior reader of any book that came into Welwyn Studios. I 
then got a job with Two Cities Films and when I went to 
Denham to see Laurence Olivier shoot Hamlet, a mogul 
grabbed me by my long hair – it was Gabriel Pascal, who was 
preparing to film George Bernard Shaw’s play Caesar and 
Cleopatra, starring Claude Rains and Vivien Leigh.” 

Renee was soon having afternoon teas with the great George Bernard Shaw in his Pall Mall 
flat, but she was far from intimidated by the grand old man and waspish wit of British theatre: 
“I was a fearless 18-year-old, but realised he was very special.” 
When she moved on to what was then the small independent Hammer Films, she worked on 
a myriad of their classic productions including the studio’s first film in colour, Val Guest’s Men 
of Sherwood Forest, in 1954. 
Working with Lon Chaney Jr on Witchcraft in 1964, he had trouble remembering his lines, 
but one evening excelled himself in the bar, after shooting at Shepperton, he stood up to his 
full fix-foot-three and faultlessly performed the soliloquy from his 1939 film Of Mice and Men. 
Renee also had fond memories of her her work in Hong Kong, on Hammer’s 1974 co-
production with Sir Run Run Shaw, The Legend of the Seven Golden Vampires, nicknamed 
“Black Belt v Black Magic”. 
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A big hit on his first appearance at the Festival a couple of 
years before, Robin Askwith’s much-anticipated return in 
2011 was even more of a success. He entered into the 
informal spirit with great good humour and his on-stage 
interview with Darrell Buxton was a hoot, as roguish Robin 
recounted a fund of anecdotes from his long and illustrious 
film career. 
Ranging from his work with Val Guest to Lindsay Anderson 
and Pier Paolo Pasolini, there’s certainly a lot more to Robin 
than the somewhat gormless sex-machine Timmy Lee of the 
“Confessions” series. 
However, it was his starring role in Confessions of a 
Window Cleaner and its sequels which firmly established 
Robin as a screen presence in the public’s mind. 

Three more Confessions films followed, but Robin’s diverse career goes way beyond these, 
from the role of Ray Faye in Queen Kong, up to more recent appearances in Coronation 
Street and Benidorm. 
 
Johnny Legend spoke of his unique career as film producer, director, writer, musician, actor, 
wrestling manager and promoter. 
When “The Rockabilly Rasputin” formed his original band in the 1960s, they were in 
competition with such up-and-coming L.A. groups as The Doors. So Johnny brought into play 
his trump card – an old Outer Limits monster costume, bought at an auction. Wearing this 
"Giant-Garbage-Eater" outfit, one of the band would hand out fliers encouraging people to 
attend their next gig on Sunset Strip. 
Johnny finally entered the film industry in the early 1970s, 
using his extensive knowledge of horror movies to write trailers 
for AIP. He also appeared as a stoned hippy falling down a 
flight of stairs in the then topical “shockumentary” Pot Parents 
and Police. 
By 1973 Johnny was at the heart of LA’s rockabilly revival and 
a few years later was touring Europe wearing a Confederate-
general’s uniform, proclaiming “The South Will Rise Again”, 
the mantra from Herschell Gordon Lewis’ 1964 schlocker Two 
Thousand Maniacs. As an actor, the great bearded one went 
on to various grim fates in horror films such as Children of the 
Corn III. Playing a demented Country & Western singer in the 
1998 giant killer cockroach confection Bug Buster, he 
included his unforgettable ditty “I Itch Like a Sonofabitch”. 
Johnny co-produced, co-directed and co -wrote the movie My 
Breakfast With Blassie, which also starred Andy Kauffman in 
what turned out to be his last film chatting about the kind of 
stuff that didn’t make it in to My Dinner With Andre – 
wrestling pancakes and how to keep your hands clean. 

http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/index.php?category_id=18
https://arrowfilms.com/brands/arrow-video/
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When Norman J. Warren took to the stage, he 
marvellously recalled one tremendous disaster - making 
the 1986 film Gunpowder. “If you watch it with a few 
drinks it’s quite fun,” he said. “It was a Bond spoof to be 
shot in summer with helicopters and boats, so I signed a 
contract to do it. 
“But it got delayed, as films do and finally it was shot in 
December – in Macclesfield. 
“During casting sessions, the first thing the producer asked 
the actors wasn’t ‘What have you done?’ it was ‘Where do 
you live?’ - “If it wasn’t Macclesfield or Manchester, they 
didn’t get the part. 
“And it didn’t stop raining for three weeks – day and night 
– it was a total disaster from beginning to end. 
“Props were being sent back when we still needed them, 
and the stunt driver seemed to hit the brakes whenever he 
reached 25 mph. 

“In one scene, the explosives man had to blow a lock off to get into a warehouse, but the 
entire door blew off in a huge ball of fire that singed the actors’ eyebrows. 
“For the next explosion, we all made sure we were about 50 miles away, but it went off like 
a tiny firework. 
“The producer got some stock footage of a military helicopter and guys getting out, but our 
five-man army were of assorted shapes, in assorted suits – they played both armies, the 
villains and the good guys, most of them dying twice.” 

 
Sunday morning got off to a roaring start with 
Christopher Lee (Dr CP Lee, that is, musician, 
broadcaster, performer and Salford University’s 
Senior Lecturer in Film Studies). 
One of Manchester’s great characters, Dr Lee gave 
an illustrated talk of the man known as “Salford’s 
Orson Welles.” The amazing Cliff Twemlow was a 
true Renaissance man, a nightclub bouncer, 
composer, stuntman, novelist, actor, screenwriter 
and much more. 

Single-handedly, Cliff created his own mini Hollywood-on-a-shoestring from 1982 until his 
untimely death in 1993. The unsung hero’s astonishing output of feature films spanned sci-
fi, horror, gangster and spy films. 
Dr Lee, who co-authored a book about Cliff, was the very opposite of a dry academic and 
was highly entertaining, speaking without notes. 

https://peverilpublishing.co.uk/
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2012 
Martin Stevens found fame as a child actor, making his first appearance, aged five, in the 
1954 film The Divided Heart, which led to his appearance opposite Sean Connery and 
Lana Turner in Another Time Another Place, and aged eight, he was filming Harry Black 
and the Tiger on location in India, then Count Your Blessings in Paris and Hollywood, but 
it was Village of the Damned in 1960 which brought him international acclaim. 
He played David Zellaby, the leader of the sinister 
group of blonde children, which also included our 
two other guests, sisters Lesley and Teresa 
Scoble. 
Based on John Wyndham's novel "The Midwich 
Cuckoos", the village of Letchmore Heath stood in 
for Midwitch. 
Martin's stunningly chilling performance led to his 
being cast as the strange young boy, Miles, in Jack 
Clayton's film The Innocents, opposite Deborah 
Kerr with whom he'd starred in Count Your Blessings. 
After that, it was back to his education until two more roles, in The Battle of the Villa 
Fiorita, with Rossano Brazzi and Maureen O'Hara in 1965 and his final film appearance, in 
Hammer's The Witches in 1966, before returning full-time to his education. 
He qualified as an architect and also, with his wife, teaches meditation.    

 
The ever-entertaining Derren Nesbitt made a welcome 
return to the festival. Following his hugely successful 
appearance at the 2009 Festival, Derren was due to come 
back in 2010, but film commitments prohibited that. 
His 2012 reappearance provided many more of his 
marvellously indiscrete behind-the-scenes anecdotes of 
working with such luminaries as Clint Eastwood and Richard 
Burton on Where Eagles Dare, the hard-drinking George 
Peppard at the controls of a biplane in The Blue Max and 
even Old Blue Eyes himself, Frank Sinatra in cold-war spy 
thriller The Naked Runner. 
  
Actress Mary Maude worked steadily on British television 
throughout the 1960s with roles in Crossroads, At Last the 
1948 Show, Man in a Suitcase, etc., before her first feature 
film, opposite Lilli Palmer, in 1971, The House That 
Screamed. 
Her first starring role was in the 1971 horror film Crucible of 
Terror, opposite ex-pirate-disc-jockey Mike Raven, before 
gaining top billing in the 1973 giallo, La Muerte Incierta, shot 
in Spain and India. 
The same year she appeared with Burt Lancaster and Paul 
Scofield in the CIA spy thriller Scorpio. 
Further films include Norman J. Warren's Terror, The Four 
Feathers with Beau Bridges and Robert Powell and many 
more. 
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Journalist, film director, screenwriter and novelist, Umberto Lenzi 
was one of Italy's greatest and most versatile movie makers. 
From his first feature, the 1961 pirate picture Queen of the Seas, 
lensed when he was only 30, he made every type of film, from a 
Robin Hood, more pirate pictures with American muscleman Steve 
Reeves, spy films, war, crime and westerns, which sustained his 
career throughout the 1960s. 
He began the 1970s concentrating on Giallo thrillers, before kicking 
off the Italian cannibal movie genre with The Man from Deep 
River, then moving on to "Macaroni War Movies" such as The 
Greatest Battle, with Henry Fonda, Helmut Berger, Stacy Keach 
and John Huston, and 1979's From Hell to Victory, starring the 
two Georges, Peppard and Hamilton, for which the international 
release was credited not to Umberto, but the more American-
sounding Hank Milestone. 
He began the 1980's with his sci-fi-zombie-horror Nightmare City, which Umberto preferred 
to class as a "radiation sickness movie," and his return to human fleshfeasting with Eaten 
Alive and his notorious Cannibal Ferox, the latter memorably described by its American 
distributor as "The most violent film ever made". 
One of the greatest figures in Italian genre films, Umberto's undisputed contribution to cinema 
was the cannibal movie. 

  
 Model Caron Gardner began her acting career on television in the 
1960s on classic programmes The Avengers, Danger Man, The 
Saint, Benny Hill, etc., before appearances in feature films 
including The Evil of Frankenstein, A Hard Day's Night, 
Goldfinger, Dr Terror's House of Horrors, The Brigand of 
Kandahar, The Deadly Bees, Frankenstein Must Be Destroyed, 
Burke and Hare, Queen Kong and many more. 
A really charming guest, Caron was a fund of anecdotes about her 
work on film and TV. 
  
  
Best remembered for playing the title role as the London based 
private detective Hazell in the 1978 television series, Nicholas Ball's 
extensive acting career has spanned war films: Overlord, sci-fi: 
Tobe Hoopers's Lifeforce, etc., as well as a host of television series 
with long stints in Footballers' Wives and EastEnders (2007-2009 
as gangster Terry Bates). 
Lifeforce was one of the most expensive Golan-Globus productions 
and Nicolas recalled that money was a problem, wages payments 
were often delayed and at one time payment came in a suitcase full 
of banknotes. 
  

2013 
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Shane Rimmer became one of the best-known faces in British films 
from the early 1960s onwards. 
Born in Canada, he became a host and singer on radio and television, 
as well as acting in various Canadian TV series, before moving to 
England where he found himself in demand for the next half century. 
With credits in over 160 films and TV series, including Stanley 
Kubrick's Dr Strangelove, he is the only actor with roles in James 
Bond movies, Superman movies, Star Wars and Dr Who, as well as six 
pictures nominated for the Best Picture Oscar. 
Accompanied by his wife Sheila, we helped them celebrate their 50th 
wedding anniversary. 
   

The ever-lovely Barbara Bouchet flew in from her home in Italy to 
recount the many highlights of her cinematic career, which continues 
to this day. 
Born in what is now the Czech Republic, her family emigrated to 
America after the war, when Barbara was just five. 
Growing up, she found work modelling and appearing in TV ads, 
before her first film appearance in What a Way to Go in 1964. 
Roles followed in Bedtime Story, opposite David Niven and Marlon 
Brando, Sex and the Single Girl with Tony Curtis and Natalie 
Wood, then in the John Wayne, Kirk Douglas feature In Harm's 
Way. 
She later played Miss Moneypenny in the British-made multiple-
James-Bond farce, Casino Royale in 1967. 

A few years later, she moved to Italy where her film career really took off in comedy 
features and Giallo crime movies such as The Syndicate: A Death in the Family, in 1970, 
Cry of the Prostitute, Death Rage with Yul Brynner, The Hook, and the appropriately 
named Giallo, directed by Dario Argento in 2009. 

   
The lovely Madeleine Smith was still a teenager when she made an 
early appearance as a nun in the 1968 film The Killing of Sister 
George. 
Two years later she was credited as "Maddy Smith" in Hammer's 
Taste The Blood of Dracula with Christopher Lee, but later that 
same year reverted to Madeleine Smith for the same studio's The 
Vampire Lovers, in which the fanged one was played by Ingrid Pitt. 
Much TV work followed, and films including Carry On Matron, The 
Amazing Mr Blunden, the marvellous black comedy Theatre of 
Blood with Vincent Price and Diana Rigg, then back to Hammer in 
1974 for Frankenstein and the Monster from Hell. 

Having worked with Roger Moore on TV's The Persuaders, he recommended Madeleine 
for her unforgettable role in the opening sequence of his Bond movie Live and Let Die, in 
which 007's magnetic watch manages to unzip her dress.  
On stage she worked with Sir Alec Guinness in Habeus Corpus and Frankie Howerd in 
The Fly and the Fox. 
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Burmese-British actress Me Me Lai began her acting career on 
British television series, Paul Temple and Jason King before 
her first horror film appearance in 1971's Crucible of Terror, 
starring basso-profundo-voiced ex-pirate radio disc-jockey Mike 
Raven as a raving vampire. 
Then it was off to Italy for her first cannibal movie, Sacrifice, 
directed by Umberto Lenzi and Me Me remained in cannibal 
world, for Ruggero Deodato's Jungle Holacaust, in 1977 then 
Umberto’s Eaten Alive, in 1980. 
Ruggero went on to make what is still regardes as the ultimate 
and most notorious move in this flesh-eating genre 
with Cannibal Holocaust in 1980. 
Controversial, to say the least, its astonishing, seemingly real 
footage was so shocking that the film was banned in many 
countries, censored in others and was so realistic that it almost 
led to the director to be charged with murder. 

He recalled having to produce the "dead" actors to prove his innocence, but his idea of 
"found documentary footage" was a first and influenced many later horror movies 
including The Blair Witch Project. 
A delightful character, Ruggero is still known in France as "Monsieur Cannibal". 
  
Early modelling work led Caroline Munro to become the face of 
Lamb's Navy Rum, which led to Hammer chairman James 
Carreras offering her a screen test and subsequent contract. 
Appearances followed in Dracula AD 1972 and Captain Kronos - 
Vampire Hunter, directed by Brian Clemens. He then wrote the 
script for Ray Harryhousen's The Golden Voyage of Sinbad and 
had been so impressed by Caroline that he was instrumental in 
helping her win the part of Margiana, opposite John Phillip Law's 
Sinbad. 
She had also been appearing in the two Dr Phibes films, as the 
abominable medic's deceased wife - seen in photographs only. 
More substantial roles followed in Peter Sasdy's 1975 horror I 
Don't Want to be Born and the following year in At The Earth's 
Core, with Peter Cushing and Doug McClure, then opposite Roger 
Moore's James Bond in The Spy Who Loved Me. 
It was Luigi Cozzi's 1978 sci-fi adventure Starcrash which gave Carline top billing with 
former child evangelist Marjoe Gortner, Christopher Plummer and Joe Spinell with whom 
she would star four years later in The Last Horror Film, which in real life would be far from 
her last movie. 

2014 

http://peverilpublishing.co.uk/fantastic-films-of-the-decades-the-30s/
https://peverilpublishing.co.uk/
https://peverilpublishing.co.uk/
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English actor Laurence R. Harvey made an unforgettable entry into 
the world of cinema with his starring role as psycho Martin Lomax 
in Tom Six's disturbing and highly controversial follow-up to his 
2009 horror The Human Centipede. 
In The Human Centipede II, released in 2011, Laurence plays an 
attendant in a multi-storey car park who is obsessed with the 
original film and decides to make his own human centipede. 
At its premiere the distributors issued sick-bags to members of the 
audience and parked an ambulance outside as a publicity gimmic, 
but it's said that in the end both were actually needed for one 
unfortunate viewer. 
Laurence's role in the 2014 film The Editor couldn't have been 
more different - he played a priest. 

   
In 2008, British actress and producer Jennifer Lim starred in 
the first ever horror series made specifically for mobile 
phones, appropriately entitled When Evil Calls. 
Her film career began in 1999 with Rogue Trader, the 
dramatisation of Nick Leeson's book about his time as a 
derivatives broker in Singapore and the collapse of Baring's 
Bank, which starred Ewan McCregor in the title role. 
Her next film, Code 46, was "a dystopian sci-fi love story" with 
Tim Robbins, followed by a role in the first part of Eli Roth's 
shocker  trilogy, Hostel, filmed in the Czech Republic. 
This was followed by supernatural film noir Puritan, the BBC 
series Spirit Warriors, a starring role in Belfast-set gangster 
movie Faraway, before Jennifer branched out into producing 
with Night Lives and Mercutio's Dreaming: The Killing of a 
Chinese Actor, both in 2011. 
  
After several bit parts on TV and film, in 1969 Judy Matheson 
won a leading role opposite Capucine in the stylish 
feature The Excuisite Cadaver, made in Spain. 
British horror films soon followed, with roles in Lust for a 
Vampire and Twins of Evil, Crucible of Terror, The House 
That Vanished and lots of fine television performances 
from The Sweeney to Crossroads, The 
Professionals to Blake's Seven. 
  

http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/index.php?category_id=20
https://arrowfilms.com/brands/arrow-academy/
https://arrowfilms.com/brands/arrow-academy/
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Having been hailed as 1959's "Most Promising actress" 
the glamourous young French star Yvonne Monlaur 
made her first English language feature for Anglo 
Amalgamated, 1960's Circus of Horror, opposite the 
seriously sinister on-screen presences of Anton Diffring 
and Donald Pleasance. 
A real rival in beauty to France's then emergent 
international superstar Brigitte Bardot, Yvonne starred 
in Hammer’s Brides of Dracula with their in-house Van 
Helsing, Peter Cushing, but, strangely no Count 
Dracula. 
The vampire, memorably played by handsome young 
actor David Peel, was called Baron Meinster. It was the 
30-year-old actor’s final featured role before he retired 
to become a successful fine-art dealer. 
However, Yvonne’s international acting career 
progressed to co-starring with Hammer’s resident 
Dracula, Christopher Lee – playing Chinese gang 
leader Chung King – in The Terror of the Tongs, set in 
Hong Kong in 1910, but filmed with Hammer’s 
customary economy at their studios in Bray, Berkshire. 
It was the last of her trio of British pictures, before her return to France where she 
appeared in a number of films, before retiring from the screen in 1969, but leaving a 
lasting impression on her many fans. 
 
Often credited as John Morghen, Giovanni Lombardo 
Radice was born in Rome and began his acting career 
on stage aged 17, but it was his screen debut as our 
former guest David Hess's friend and accomplice in 
Ruggero Deodato's notoriously violent 1980 thriller 
The House on the Edge of the Park which really 
brought him fame. 
That led to his starring role in Umberto Lenzi's 
Cannibal Ferox, which was initially banned in over 30 
countries. 
Giovanni went on to star in Cannibal Love, before 
appearances in big international productions 
like Gangs of New York, The Omen, etc. 
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Two tremendous new guests were the greatly 
distinguished actors Julian Glover and Isla 
Blair. Married since 1968, they have each 
separately featured in many classic film 
features and TV series, as well as appearing 
together on stage in such prestige productions 
as Hamlet with their son, Jamie, in the title 
role. 
Julian, like a select number of actors of his 
generation, was in the running for the part of 
James Bond, and for anyone who has seen 
his elegantly dinner-suited performance in the 
1967 film Theatre of Death he has to be the 
greatest Bond who never was. 
The same year, he gave a fine performance as Colonel Breen in one of Hammer’s finest 
films, their version of Nigel Kneale’s Quatermass and the Pit. 
Julian said that when it was made, he felt that aged 32,he was too young to play an Army 
Colonel, but later realised that he was just the right age. 
Isla's Hammer Films credits include Taste The Blood of Dracula (1970) and TV’s The 
Hammer House of Mystery and Suspense, while she and Julian each notched up credits 
in separate episodes of such TV classics as The Avengers, Space 1999 and Dr Who. 
They both memorably appeared together on screen in 1989’s Indiana Jones and The 
Last Crusade as the villainous sophisticates Mr and Mrs Walter Donovan. He remains the 
only actor to have featured in the four most successful movie franchises in cinema history, 
Star Wars, James Bond, Indiana Jones and Harry Potter. 
Playing villains in all four, he was General Veers in The Empire Strikes Back (1980), 
Kristados in For Your Eyes Only (1981) and he provided the voice of Aragog in Harry 
Potter and the Chamber of Secrets (2002). 
Isla’s credits range from Dr Terror’s House of Horrors to The Battle of Britain and such 
ground-breaking TV classics as The History Man. 
Julian and Isla continue a busy schedule of appearances in film, television and stage 
productions. 

2015 

Born in Italy, Erika Blanc became a big star in such 1960s and 
1970s cult movies as The Third Eye, Curse of the Dead, The 
Red Headed Corpse, Nobody’s Children, Eye of the Cat and 
many others. 
With over 100 film and television credits to her name, from 
straight-forward horror thrillers, to giallos such as Long Arm of 
the Godfather, Vengeance is my Forgiveness and spaghetti 
westerns, including Django Shoots First, Blood at Sundown, 
Hallelujah for Django and I am Sartana - Trade your Guns 
for a Coffin. Erika professed to have no favourites, saying, 
“Each film is a big adventure.” 
Mother of actress Barbara Blanc, Erika had just completed two 
more films already in 2015 and certainly had plenty to talk about 
during her unique on-stage interview, conducted in Italian, 
French and English. 
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 Another veteran of both Harry Potter and Dr Who, Simon 
Fisher-Becker is a fine character actor with a penchant for 
comedy, but is no slouch when it comes to serious drama. 
He memorably played the big blue bloke Dorium Maldovar 
in several recent episodes of Dr Who opposite Matt Smith 
as the Time Lord, which has gained Simon something of a 
cult following. 
However the experience provided him with the wonderful 
title for his much-praised one-man show, My Dalek Has a 
Puncture. 
Simon had been touring the country with the show since 
2014, to great acclaim - and had bookings for it 
nationwide well into 2016. 
It has been described as “inspiring…hilarious…thought 
provoking,” just as Simon was, when interviewed on stage 
at this year’s Festival. 
It was probably the most unique interview ever, Simon 
being one of the physically largest guests ever, he was 
questioned by one of the smallest, Mike Simpson's 11-
year-old son, Thomas. 
Thomas coped admirably, for as his dad had remarked, "He knows more about Dr Who and 
Harry Potter than I do! 
 

With her birthplace being Stratford-upon-Avon, it seemed 
inevitable that Sarah Douglas would become an actress. 
Winning her first film role in Robert Fuest's 1973 version of 
Maichael Moorcock's The Final Programme, she then 
appeared in the TV movie Dracula, as Mrs Drac., with 
Jack Palance in the title role. 
After a role in Norman Jewison's 1975 sci-fi-sports 
picture Rollerball, Sarah won a Saturn Award nomination 
for her performance as Lady Charlotte "Charlie" 
Cunningham in The People That Time Forgot, opposite 
Patrick Wayne and Doug McClure. 
However, it was her part in 
1978's Superman and Superman II which brought her 
worldwide recognition, playing Kryptonian villainess Ursa - 
you really did believe a woman could fly. 
Asked to play Queen Taramis in Conan the Destroyer, 
she at first turned it down, thinking she had done "enough 
comic book characters", but being an admirer of Grace 
Jones, Sarah changed her mind on hearing that Grace 
had signed up for the film. 

Sarah affirmed her love of acting in sci-fi and fantasy movies and on TV, as her credits show, 
from Space 1999 to Return of the Swamp Thing, Babylon 5 to Strippers v 
Werewolves and many more. 
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 Daughter of the great Vincent, Victoria Price has the 
tall elegance of her father and was an enlightening 
guest speaking about his life and work and of what it 
was like growing up in Hollywood, being educated 
with children of other cinema legends. 
In the steps of her father, Victoria followed his 
interest in high art, becoming an expert in art history, 
an acclaimed leader in contemporary design, 
university teacher and a much sought-after public 
speaker around the world. 
She did have one acting role, in her dad's final 
film, Edward Scissorhands and has written for 
many national and regional magazines, newspapers, 
and television as well as the critically acclaimed 
book Vincent Price a Daughter's Biography. 
She had just written a new preface for the 50th 
anniversary edition of A Treasury of Great Recipes, 
written by her father and her Welsh-born mother, 
who was a top Hollywood costume designer. 
Victoria also scripted the 2000 documentary The Fly 
Papers, which chronicled the five creature-feature 
films beginning in 1958 with The Fly which starred 
her father. 

 
American-born actor Jack Taylor embodies the title "Man 
of the World" and had a fascinating tale to tell. 
He began his acting career in his twenties, making his 
debut in a sketch on TV's The Jack Benny 
Show, alongside an unknown young actress called 
Marilyn Monroe in the early 1950s. 
He recalled her as being pretty, but not extraordinary - 
until she emerged from the make-up room and suddenly 
she was the astonishingly glamorous Marilyn. 
Jack later immigrated to Mexico and he recalled 
appearing in The Curse of Nostradamus, originally 
made in 1959 as a 12-part serial, but re-cut for release in 
the United States as four separate feature films! 
After working for Mexican horror-movie legends Frederico 
Curiel and Alphonso Corona Blake, he relocated to Spain 
where his film career really took off and he became a 
stalwart of Spanish cinema from the 1960s onwards. 
A favourite of directors ranging from Jess Franco to Javier Aguirre, his roles in such films 
as Horror of the Zombies, Female Vampire, Nightmares Come at Night and Dr Jekyll 
and the Werewolf won Jack a cult following. 
In that last film, he appeared as the benign Dr Jekyll, but not Mr Hyde - that role being taken 
by another of our former guests, actor-writer-director Paul Naschy. 
With credits in over 120 films, co-starring with Christopher Lee, Ray Milland, Klaus Kinski, 
and Herbert Lom, among others, Jack added his particular authority as the rare book collector 
Victor Fargas opposite Johnny Depp in Roman Polanski's The Ninth Gate. 
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2016 
We had a tremendous scoop with the first appearance at 
any British film festival by the delightful French actress 
Edith Scob, legendary star of the great Georges Franju’s 
1960 classic Eyes Without a Face (Les Yeux Sans 
Visage). 
The ground-breaking film was well before its time in its 
subject of extreme plastic surgery and proved to be highly 
controversial when it was released. 
The movie minimised gore but sustained shock and had a 
somewhat poetic aura, which has had a huge influence in 
cinema over the years. 
Based on the novel by Jean Rodin, the screenplay was 
co-written by Pierre Boileau and Thomas Narcejac, who 
had been responsible for the super suspenseful Les 
Diaboliques and Alfred Hitchcock’s Vertigo. 
Edith had already played a small role in Franju’s first 
feature, Head Against The Wall in 1958 and her unique 
ethereal quality led to her being cast in the pivotal role of 
Christianne Genessier in Eyes Without a Face the 
following year. 
Wearing a mask throughout most of the movie, Edith nevertheless gave an outstanding 
performance. 
Franju was so taken with Edith that he subsequently cast her in four of his films and said 
that his 1961 film Spotlight on a Murderer would have been a greater success if Edith had 
appeared in it. He said, “She is a magic person, she gives the unreal reality.” 
Edith was a wonderful guest and stunned the Festival audience who were watching Eyes 
Without a Face on screen when she wandered into the cinema through a door beside the 
screen just at the film's climax. 
  
Another super-scoop was the appearance of the lovely 
English actress Linda Hayden, who while still in her teens had 
starred in Hammer’s Taste The Blood of Dracula and then 
in Tigon’s terrifically memorable terror Blood on Satan’s 
Claw. 
Both were made in 1970, and just two years later Linda 
appeared as a hitch-hiking pregnant teenager who was soon 
driving Peter Finch to psychosis and ultimately murder in the 
excellent Something to Hide. 
The young starlet went on to star opposite one of our 
Festival’s favourite guests, Robin Askwith, in the hugely 
successful comedies Confessions of a Window 
Cleaner (directed by another of our alumni, Val Guest), 
and Confessions from a Holiday Camp before appearing in 
the ultimate 1976 cult camp comedy Queen Kong. 
More serious fare followed with The Boys from 
Brazil, opposite Gregory Peck, James Mason and Sir 
Laurence Olivier. 
With much distinguished theatre and TV work since, Linda’s appearance on our festival was 
a huge success. 
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From the title role in Hammer’s The Serpent, to 
playing the seriously sensuous Servalan, certainly the 
sexiest sci-fi villainess ever, in BBC’s long-running cult 
serial Blake’s 7, Jacqueline Pearce was a dearly-
loved doyenne in the field of Fantastic Film and 
television. 
As Supreme Commander Servalan, she was originally 
only to appear in one episode, but the series’ 
producer saw potential in the character and she 
stayed, with her short hair and white outfits. 
Her fine performance made her an immediate sci-fi 
icon, which developed as the series progressed. 
Born in Byfleet, Surrey, Jacqueline was convent-
educated and her acting training began at RADA, 
before progressing to studying The Method acting art 
form at Lee Strasberg’s Actors Studio in Los Angeles. 
While making The Reptile, in 1966, Jacqueline, with 
most of the same cast and crew, was also filming 
Hammer’s The Plague of the Zombies, 
simultaneously on the same locations. 
Also a veteran of Dr Who, Jacqueline appeared as bloodthirsty alien Chessene, in the three-
part The Two Doctors, alongside Patrick Troughton, Frazer Hines and Colin Baker. 
Big screen appearances include Carry On – Don’t Lose Your Head, Don’t Raise the 
Bridge - Lower the River, with Jerry Lewis and Terry-Thomas, White Mischief, with John 
Hurt, Trevor Howard and Greta Scacchi, How to Get Ahead in Advertising, with Richard E. 
Grant and many more. 
Her television work included guest appearances in The Avengers, Dead of Night, Danger 
Man, Haunted, Callan, Man in a Suitcase, Hadleigh, The Zoo Gang, Special Branch, 
Leap in the Dark, The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles etc. 
  

The daughter of a Chilean-German mother and a French 
father, actress Dagmar Lassander was born in Prague in 
1943. 
Beginning her working life as a costume designer in the 
Berlin Opera, her film career began in the late 1960s in 
pictures such as Murderers Club of Brooklyn and The 
Laughing Woman. 
Film work came thick and fast throughout the following 
decade, with appearances in Italian giallo and horror 
movies. Her 1970’s credits include Hatchet for the 
Honeymoon, Forbidden Photos of a Lady Above 
Suspicion, The Iguana with a Tongue of Fire, 
Werewolf Woman, and many more. 
During the 1980s, Dagmar increasingly specialised in 
Italian television series, such as The Fantastic Stories 
of Edgar Allan Poe, but still had time to appear in a host 
of feature films, such as The Black Cat, The House by 
the Cemetary and Devil Fish, among many others. 
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Born in Antwerp, multi-talented Belgian director, writer and 
highly erudite cineaste Harry Kumel is best known for his 
films Monsieur Howarden, Daughters of Darkness, 
Malpertuis and The Arrival of Joachim Stiller. 
Made in 1971 in both English and French versions, the 
vampire tale Daughters of Darkness, starred stunning 
French actress Delphine Seyrig and became a huge cult 
success throughout Europe and across the Atlantic. 
Harry later directed the film version of Jean Ray’s 1943 
novel, Malpertuis, starring Orson Welles as the God-like 
figure Cassavius, with the great actor seemingly living the 
part on set. 
Sumptuously photographed in colour by Gerry Fisher, the 
movie also starred Susan Hampshire, Jean Pierre Cassel 
and French songstress Sylvie Vartan. 
Harry had begun making short films as a teenager in the 
1950s, which found great success at the Cannes Film 
Festival. Progressing to documentaries in the 1960s, he 
made his breakthrough feature Monsieur Howarden, in 
1968. A fictionalised account of the real-life Meriora 
Gillibrand, whose two lovers fought a duel over her in 
Vienna, but she ungraciously killed the one who survived. 
Fleeing to Belgium dressed as a man, she assumed the 
name Howarden from relatives in Lancashire! 
  
The German actor-producer-writer-director Jorg Buttgereit 
was born in Berlin in 1963, grew up in the shadow of the 
Berlin Wall and was an avid filmgoer before beginning to 
make Super-8 movies from an early age. 
After helming many short films and documentaries, his 
1987 film Nekromantik made his name when he was just 
24. The story of necrophiles Rob and Becky, and the 
corpse that comes between them, the shocker was 
banned in various countries, but not in the UK – it was 
never even submitted to the censors at the BBFC. 
The picture was finally released here 27 years after being 
made. 
Nekromantik was filmed on Super-8 in West Berlin while 
the wall still divided the city and Jorg finally filmed the 
follow-up, Nekromantik 2 in 1991, in the run-down former 
East Berlin, two years after the fall of the wall and it almost 
landed him in jail. 
He then took a six-year break from film and television 
before returning with an episode of TV series Lexx in 
1999. Other feature films followed, including Captain 
Berlin versus Hitler in 2009, Video Nasty in 2011, Green 
Frankenstein in 2013, with a contribution to German 
Angst last year.  
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We are a Film Distribution company based in Hertfordshire holding 
the UK rights to many World Cinema, Classic, Horror and Adult titles on 

It was with great pleasure that we welcomed back two great guests and supporters of the 
Festival, cult film director Norman J. Warren and illustrious composer John Scott. 
Norman, director of such highly influential horror and sci-fi movies as Satan's 
Slave and Inseminoid, has been a stalwart of the festival and we look forward to his 
appearance at this year's 2019 event. 
  
John Scott became one of the greats of British jazz in the 1950s and 60s, leading his own 
quartet as Johnny Scott and playing flute and saxophone on many John Barry scores, 
including The Ipcress File and Goldfinger. He soon branched out into composing film 
scores himself, providing music for Charlton Heston's 1972 Antony and Cleopatra, The 
Final Countdown, Greystoke:the Legend of Tarzan, The Shooting Party and many more, 
while commuting between London and Los Angeles, where he is the artistic director of the 
Hollywood Symphony Orchestra. 

http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/index.php?tle_id=684&art_id=5
http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/index.php?tle_id=780&art_id=4
http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/index.php?tle_id=775&art_id=4
http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/index.php?tle_id=805
http://www.arrowfilms.co.uk/index.php?tle_id=684&art_id=5
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2017 
We had hoped that actor Peter Wynegard would be a guest at the Festival, but unfortunately, 
he had to cancel due to ill-health and sadly died shortly after. 

 
Director, writer and actor, Ruggero Deodato made a welcome return 
to the Festival with his new film, Ballad in Blood. 
Successful in every film genre, from comedy to drama, western to 
sci-fi, it was Ruggero's two features made in 1980, Cannibal 
Holocaust and Last House on the Left, which brought him 
international notoriety. 
Shot on location in New York and in the Amazon jungle Cannibal 
Holocaust was so realistically made that many people actually 
believed it was a snuff movie. 
Ruggero was finally taken to court where he was forced to produce 
the “killed” actors alive in person to prove that he had not actually 
filmed them being murdered on screen. 
  
Born in Italy, Carlotta Morelli began acting at the age of six in 
Tuscany, before pursuing her ambitions in London at RADA and the 
Guildhall. 
After winning a role in the 2012 BBC comedy drama series Lip 
Service, she then appeared in the short film Dead Blood, 
concerning the rivalry between zombies and vampires, which was 
slated to be expanded into a full-length picture. 
Carlotta then featured in 3 Cousins, set in Rome and followed that 
with the multi-award-winning short film Arrividerci Rosa before 
being cast in the lead of Ruggero Deodato's Ballad in Blood, which 
had its British premiere at the festival. 
 
The daughter of British cinema legends Jimmy Hanley and Dinah 
Sheridan, Jenny Hanley followed her parents into the world of 
entertainment.  
Winning roles in the 1969 Bond movie, On Her Majesty’s Secret 
Service, she also appeared in Billy Wilder’s The Private Life of 
Sherlock Holmes and in Hammer’s The Scars of Dracula in 1970, 
before starring in Pete Walker’s 1972 Flesh and Blood Show, 
opposite Ray Brooks and a trio of our former festival guests, Robin 
Askwith, Jess Conrad and Judy Matheson.  
Jenny then became one of the young presenters of ITV’s ground-
breaking children’s programme Magpie, the fashionable rival to 
BBC’s much more staid Blue Peter.  

http://dezskinn.com/warner-williams-2/
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Born in Denmark, Lone Fleming began her acting career in sunny 
Spain, making some classic genre movies, ranging from horror to 
westerns, such as Bad Man’s River in 1971.  
That same year, she appeared alongside Carroll Baker and 
Michael Craig in The Fourth Victim. However, her best known 
role is probably in Amando de Ossorio’s, Tombs of the Blind 
Dead a heart-warming tale of blind militaristic monk mummies 
with a vampire taste for human blood, which spawned at least 
three sequels over the following years, including Return of the 
Blind Dead, The Ghost Galleon and Night of the Seagulls.  
Lone had just appeared in Escaping the Dead, filmed in her 
native Denmark, her 47th feature film in a remarkable career.  
 

Born in Arkansas, Camille Keaton is a descendant of silent 
cinema's greatest American comedian, Buster Keaton.  
Beginning her career in Italy, Camille debuted in the title role of 
the 1972 film What Have You Done to Solange? Although it 
was a relatively brief part, her remarkable delicate beauty 
resulted in her stealing every scene in which she appeared.  
Following roles in Tragic Ceremony, Mafia Junction and many 
more, she returned to America where she found truly 
international fame starring as Jennifer Hills in the highly 
controversial revenge movie I Spit on Your Grave, which won 
her the Best Actress Award at the 1978 Sitges Film Festival. 
Film roles followed in The Concrete Jungle, Savage 
Vengeance, in Rob Zombie's 2012 picture The Lords of Salem 
(in which she played a character named Doris Von Fux) and the 
award-winning Butterfly Room. 
In 2015, she returned as Jennifer Hills in I Spit on Your Grave: Deja Vu. 
 
Actor, writer, film historian, critic, Jonathan Rigby is all of 
these. His three volumes on English, American and European 
gothic cinema met with immediate success. 
His theatrical adaptation of Bram Stoker's Dracula celebrated 
the novel's 100th birthday in 1997 and Jonathan even 
appeared as the Transylvanian tyro in the 2010 TV series A 
History of Horror with Mark Gatiss, on which Jonathan also 
acted as consultant. 
He has appeared on stage as BBC radio's fondly remembered 
Kenneth Horne in the 18-month West End run of Round the 
Horn Revisited and reprised the role in the 2004 Royal 
Variety Performance, then in the BBC TV version of the stage 
play. 
He had just completed filming Borley Rectory in which he 
played renowned real-life ghost hunter Harry Price and which 
he introduced at the festival as well as speaking at length 
about horror films with special reference to Hammer. 
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2018 Noted Italian writer-director Luigi Cozzi is a very busy man, 
but managed to make one of his rare festival appearances 
with us this year. 
A science fiction enthusiast from a very early age, young Luigi 
began by making 8mm films, then properly kick-started his 
media career as a foreign correspondent for such legendary 
mags as "Famous Monsters of Filmland", edited by our former 
guest Forrest J. Ackerman. 
Luigi's first feature film, made in 1969 was a version of 
Frederik Pohl's sci-fi story The Tunnel Under the World, 
which, despite its low budget, brought 21-year-old Luigi to the 
attention of top director Dario Argento. 
This led to work on the scripts of Argento's films Four Flies 
on Grey Velvet and The Five Days, before Luigi's return to 
directing with his Argento-influenced giallo, The Killer Must 
Kill Again, in 1973. 
His big budget sci-fi break came in the wake of the worldwide 
success of Star Wars, when, in 1977, he found investors for 
his screenplay of an intergalactic tale originally entitled The 
Adventures of Stella Star. 

Released as Star Crash, the film featured frequent festival favourite guest Caroline Monro, 
in the role of Stella Star, alongside America's former child evangelist Marjoe Gortner. 
The film also starred that well-known fugitive from The Sound of Music, Christopher 
Plummer, as well as future beach-running lifeguard David Hasselhoff. 
Stories abound about the movie's making, from food poisoning on set to reels of the finished 
film being kidnapped by political activists, so it was highly interesting to hear Sr Cozzi's 
version of the legion of legends. 
A sequel was planned but finally didn't materialise, however Luigi went on to write and direct 
another sci-fi feature, Contamination, (aka Alien Contamination) in 1980, using the 
pseudonym of Lewis Coates. 
An appetising tale of alien pod spores eager to devour humans using flesh-eating acid, it 
starred another of our festival alumni, Ian McCulloch. 
Between writing novels, Luigi was given the opportunity to make a version of the story 
of Hercules, provided he could come up with a screenplay in just a few weeks. True to form, 
he did, writing then directing the film in 1983, with TV's Incredible Hulk, Lou Ferringo in the 
title role. The picture was so successful that it spawned a sequel, The Adventures of 
Hercules, again written and directed by "Lewis Coates". 
Work with Dario Argento and Lamberto Bava followed, along with TV projects and then 
writing and directing the feature Paganini Horror, starring Donald Pleasance in 1989, which 
referred to the legend that the renowned violinist had sold his soul to Satan. 
That same year, Luigi again teamed up with Caroline Monro to make The Black 
Cat (aka Demons 6: De Profundis) and has since made a couple of documentaries on 
Dario Argento, as well as running Profondo Rosso, the Argento movie memorabilia shop and 
museum in Rome. 
Since it opened in 1989, Profondo Rosso has become a truly international success, a 
meeting place for fans and horror aficionados from all over the world, including Tim Burton, 
Alice Cooper, Rob Zombie and many more. 
Luigi took the weekend off to attend our festival and brought along his latest film, Blood on 
Melies Moon, a fusion of sci-fi, horror, giallo and adventure, featuring performances by Luigi 
himself, Lamberto Bava and Dario Argento. This was its northern premiere. 
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David Weston became a founder member of the National 
Youth Theatre, in which he was a regular performer, landing 
such meaty roles as Shakespeare's Mark Antony and 
Falstaff in productions ranging from the West End, to 
Edinburgh, Rome, Paris and Berlin. 
His contemporaries were Derek Jacobi, Martin Jarvis and Ian 
McShane and following National Service, David was 
awarded the King George VI Scholarship to RADA, where he 
won the Silver Medal in 1961. 
Much of his subsequent career has been in the theatre, 
appearing in no fewer than 29 Shakespeare plays, eight of 
them directed by Sir Trevor Nunn. 
A memorable 1962 TV performance of Romeo and Juliet, in 
which he played Romeo opposite Jane Asher's Juliet, led to 
a series of films during the 1960s. 
These include Doctor in Distress with Dirk Bogarde, 
Becket alongside Richard Burton and Peter O'Toole, Witchcraft, with Lon Caney Jr., Roger 
Corman's Masque of the Red Death, with Vincent Price, Hazel Court and David's former 
Juliet, Jane Asher. 
His many television appearances include UFO, The Tomorrow People and two Dr 
Who series - The Massacre, opposite William Hartnell in 1966 and Warrior's Gate with Tom 
Baker in 1981. 
More recently, he spent a year in Trevor Nunn's Royal Shakespeare Company tour of King 
Lear, as Ian McKellan's understudy, which led to him writing the award-winning Covering 
McKellen: An Understudy's Tale, in 2011. 
He has since written another highly acclaimed book on his work with the Bard: Covering 
Shakespeare: An Actor's Saga of Near Misses and Dogged Endurance. 
His two novels featuring the further adventures of Charles Dickens's great character from 
Oliver Twist, The Artful Dodger: Dodger - Down Under and Dodger Treads the Boards, 
have also met with great acclaim. 
His most recent novel, Luciano's War, concerns the Mafia don and his contribution to WWII. 

  
Actor Fred Williams was born Friedrich Wilhelm Locherer in 
Bavaria and has appeared in over 40 films since the early 
1960s. 
His role in Frederico Fellini's 1965 film Juliet of the 
Spirits led to parts in Agelique and the King and in the two-
part full colour remake of Fritz Lang's Die Nibelungen made 
in 1966. 
Many starring roles followed, but he is probably best 
remembered by horror enthusiasts for his role as Jonathan 
Harker in Jess Franco's 1970 epic Count Dracula in which 
Christopher Lee again fanged-up as the noble bloodsucker, 
this time sporting a Zapata moustache. 
It had been reported at the time that Mr Lee was bored of 
being constantly cast as the great vampire, but he was lured 
back fangwards with assurances that this film would be truer 
to Bram Stoker's novel than any previous version. 

But this being a Jess Franco movie, produced by the amazingly successful oddball producer 
Harry Alan Towers, in the end certain liberties were taken vis-a-vis the original novel...Jess 
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later claimed that Klaus Kinski, who played Renfield (without lines, just making guttural noises) 
actually ate real flies rather than the prop ones made of chocolate. 
The scenes featuring Christopher Lee and Herbert Lom (as Dr Van Helsing) were shot without 
the two actors ever being on the same set at the same time. 
  

Born in Los Angeles in 1963, Dawn Lyn's parents were both 
actors and her first film appearance was at the age of four 
in the western Cry Blood, Apache. 
Co-directed by the actor-stuntman Robert Tessier (who 
appears in Luigi Cozzi's Star Crash as Chief Thor), Cry 
Blood, Apache featured Lyn's mum and dad, Carolyn 
Stellar and Rik Nervik. 
In fact, the character played by her dad, Billy Dawson, kills 
the character played by her mum, Cochalla. 
At the age of seven, Dawn was cast in the long-running 
American TV series My Three Sons and went on to make 
appearances in Emergency!, Gunsmoke, Marcus Welby 
M.D., Adam 12, Harry O, Mannix, Wonder Woman and 
many more. 
Her first major feature film role was playing Gregory Peck's 
daughter in the 1971 western Shoot Out, directed by Henry 
Hathaway and produced by Hal Wallis, the team behind 
John Wayne's Oscar-winning True Grit just a couple of 
years before. 

She auditioned for the lead in The Exorcist, but at just ten years old was considered too 
young, so the part went to 14-year-old Linda Blair. 
Dawn went on to feature as the daughter of real-life lawman Bufford Pusser, played by Joe 
Don Baker in the 1973 film Walking Tall. She really made the role her own, appearing as 
Dwana Pusser again in the two film follow-ups, Walking Tall Part II, in 1975 and Final 
Chapter: Walking Tall, in 1977, in both of which Bo Svenson took over the role of the super 
sheriff. 
In 1974, Dawn appeared in cult-horror film Devil Times Five (aka Peopletoys and The 
Horrible House on the Hill), alongside her brother Leif Garrett and her mum. 
In fact, one of the highlights of this tale of torturing teens is when Dawn's character, Moe, 
empties a pail of piranhas into a bath to see off the character played by Lyn's mum, Carolyn 
Stellar… 
 
One of our most popular attendees over 
the years has been Tim Langley, who, a 
couple of festivals before, gave a highly 
interesting discourse on his work in film 
preservation and restoration. 
He returned to follow that up this year, 
with a further fascinating illustrated talk 
on the ins and outs of making old film 
look like new, with illustrations of 
"before" and "after" examples. 
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 Nicknamed "The British Stan Lee", Dez Skinn was a 
terrifically interesting guest. He became head of Marvel 
Comics' UK operations in the late 1970s and is a truly 
monumental figure in the world of graphic storytelling. 
Beginning his career at IPC where he was a sub-editor on 
Buster, he left to join the comics arm of Warner Brothers 
where he edited Tarzan and MAD UK, then started up 
House of Hammer, which went on to win the Eagle 
Award of 1976. 
Two years later, Dez created Starburst, which won him 
another Eagle Award, leading American comic great Stan 
Lee to make him Editorial Director of Marvel UK. 
He even won the BBC over, gaining the licence to 
produce Doctor Who Weekly, of which he was the 
founding editor. 
In 2010, Dez won yet another of his many awards, this 
time from Guinness, for the World Record of being the 
man behind the longest running TV tie-in publication, 
Doctor Who Weekly. 
A man of amazing talent, Dez joined in with all the festival 
activities and thoroughly enjoyed his weekend. 

Italian director and screenwriter Aldo Lado has scripted 
26 movies since 1968 and made his directorial debut in 
1971 with the great giallo film Short Night of Glass 
Dolls, starring Ingrid Thulin and Barbara Bach. 
The following year, Aldo directed and co-wrote Who Saw 
Her Die, which starred the man who had replaced Sean 
Connery as James Bond, George Lazenby. 
Sr Lado has an extensive list of 22 credits as director, 
ranging from thrillers to science-fiction such 
as Humanoid, which starred ex-Bond girl Barbara Bach 
and one of the all-time great Bond villains, Richard Kiel, 
probably best remembered as the steel-toothed giant 
nicknamed "Jaws" in two of Roger Moore's 007 films. 
Aldo's 1994 film Power and Lovers starred another of 
our former guests Julian Glover. 
A marvellously jolly guest, Aldo saw the funny side when presented with his Sophia Award, 
which had mistakenly been inscribed to Aldo Moro, the Italian statesman who was kidnapped 
and assassinated in 1978. 
"At least I'm still alive!" said a laughing Aldo. 

http://dezskinn.com/quality-shop-1/
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If anyone deserves to be described as a polymath, it is 
Ray Brady, director, actor, producer, writer, 
cinematographer, composer, production designer and 
much more... 
An old friend of our festival, he came along in 1994 to 
show his first feature film, Boy Meets Girl and the story 
of its making has since become the stuff of British cinema 
legend. 
Ray was still in the first year of his degree course in film 
at the London College of Printing when he decided to sell 
his flat - and its contents - to make his first feature film. 
Shot on 16mm then blown up to 35mm, it was shown to 
great acclaim at film festivals around the world before its 
general release, when it created a great deal of 
controversy, not least with the then chief film censor 
James Ferman. 
By the time Ray began the second year of his degree 
course, he was being employed to give lectures on how 
he managed to make his first film and about his trials and 
tribulations with the BBFC. 
In his third year of study, he was being paid to lecture to 
the first year students. 
Ray has since made 12 features and eight short films and 
showed his latest film, Psychomanteum at our festival. 

http://unsunghorrors.co.uk/

